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Ford Unveils All-New Explorer Plug-In Hybrid SUV with 40 km 
(25 miles) Zero-Emission City Driving Range 
 

• All-new Ford Explorer Plug-In Hybrid seven-seat sports utility vehicle to go on sale in Europe 
later this year 

 

• Electrified powertrain combines 3.0-litre EcoBoost petrol engine, electric motor and battery 
for 450 PS, 840 Nm of torque, and 40 km (25 miles) pure-electric city driving range 

 

• Vehicle is all-new to Europe and features as standard new Reverse Brake Assist as well as 
Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop & Go, Speed Sign Recognition and Lane-Centring  

 

• Luxurious interior offers 10.1-inch touchscreen for SYNC 3 connectivity and features as 
standard FordPass Connect modem, B&O Sound System, easy-to-operate flexible seating 

 

• Versatility, capability and refinement optimised with 10-speed automatic transmission, 
Intelligent All-Wheel Drive, and Terrain Management System with selectable Drive Modes 

 

 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands, April. 2, 2019 – The all-new Ford Explorer SUV today made its 
European debut at a special “Go Further” event in Amsterdam, Netherlands, as Ford announced 
a unique plug-in hybrid version of America’s all-time best selling SUV will go on sale in Europe 
later this year. 
 
The all-new Ford Explorer Plug-In Hybrid will be offered in two distinctive, high-specification, 
left-hand drive variants – the sporty, Ford Performance-inspired Explorer ST-Line and the 
luxurious Explorer Platinum. Both are powered by a combination of Ford’s 3.0-litre EcoBoost V6 
petrol engine, electric motor and generator to deliver 450 PS and 840 Nm of torque, alongside 
pure-electric driving capability. 
 
Standard Ford Intelligent All-Wheel drive technology supported by seven Drive Modes and 
Ford’s 10-speed automatic transmission optimises performance in scenarios from urban driving 
to off-road. A refined and confidence-inspiring driving experience is enhanced with sophisticated 
driver assistance technologies as standard, including Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop & Go, 
Speed Sign Recognition and Lane-Centring functionalities.  
 
The exceptionally spacious, luxurious, comfort-focussed interior offers advanced features 
including a 10.1-inch central portrait-mounted touchscreen and 12.3-inch digital instrument 
cluster display. Families can get the most from road trips with versatile load and seating 
configurations and family-friendly innovations such as easy entrance and exit to the third row 
seats using just one hand. 
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“I am very excited about the iconic Ford Explorer coming to Europe. The all-new Explorer 
comes with unstoppable design and phenomenal specification. The most versatile SUV we have 
ever offered for customers in the region is able to carry seven adults in comfort, tow a 2,500 kg 
trailer with ease, and still deliver 40 km (25 miles) zero-emissions city driving range,” said 
Roelant de Waard, vice president, Marketing, Sales & Service, Ford of Europe. “Technologies 
like our 10.1-inch touchscreen and Reverse Brake Assist debut in Europe to make the Explorer 
Plug-In Hybrid supremely rewarding and easy to drive.” 
 
New from the ground-up the all-new sixth generation Ford Explorer was unveiled for customers 
in the U.S. earlier this year. First introduced in 1991, Explorer kick-started in the U.S. the rapid 
growth of the SUV segment that has now become immensely successful worldwide. 
 
Zero-emission driving 
The all-new Explorer Plug-In Hybrid delivers the energy-efficiency, refinement and performance 
benefits of an electrified powertrain in many driving scenarios, while maintaining the driving 
range of a traditional combustion engine. An electric-only urban cycle driving range of 40 km 
(25 miles) qualifies for tax breaks in some markets. 
 
Ford’s 350 PS 3.0-litre EcoBoost engine is supported by a 100 PS electric motor. The 13.1 kWh 
lithium-ion battery can be charged using a charging port located on the front left-hand side 
fender between the door and wheel arch. In addition, the battery is automatically replenished on 
the move using regenerative charging technology that captures kinetic energy normally lost 
during braking. 
 
The electric motor enables the Explorer to deliver zero-emission, pure-electric driving capability, 
and drivers can choose when and how to deploy battery power using EV Auto, EV Now, 
EV Later and EV Charge modes. When the battery reaches its lowest state-of-charge, the 
Explorer automatically reverts to EV Auto mode – supplementing petrol engine power with 
electric motor assistance using recaptured energy for optimised fuel-efficiency. The Explorer 
Plug-In Hybrid will deliver anticipated 78 g/km CO2 emissions and 3.4 l/100 km fuel efficiency.*  
 
The Explorer Plug-In Hybrid’s parallel hybrid architecture also enables the full combined power 
and torque of both petrol engine and electric motor to be deployed simultaneously for enhanced 
performance on- and off-road, and 2,500 kg towing capability. Ford’s sophisticated 10-speed 
automatic transmission further optimises fuel-efficiency and refinement. 
 
“The Explorer is a true SUV – designed for families with a real sense of adventure – so it was 
essential that the Explorer Plug-In Hybrid featured a powertrain that could haul anything from 
boats to horseboxes,” said Matthias Tonn, Explorer chief programme engineer for Europe. “We 
specifically chose a parallel hybrid architecture that lets drivers use all 450 PS and 840 Nm of 
torque. We’ve even added a more advanced version of our Blind Spot Information System, that 
covers a 10 metre trailer.” 
 
Advanced Intelligent All-Wheel Drive technology every 10 milliseconds analyses inputs from 
dozens of sensors, including vehicle speed and yaw, ambient air temperature, wheel slip and 
towing status to determine whether additional traction is needed. An all-new single speed 
transfer case featuring an electro-mechanical torque clutch can seamlessly adjust torque 
delivery between the front and rear wheels within 100 milliseconds for a more secure footing on 
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the road. Like the 10-speed automatic transmission, the system uses adaptive learning 
algorithms to continually adjust responses for optimised refinement. 
 
The Terrain Management System uses selectable Drive Modes to enable customers to tailor 
their drive experience to road, weather and terrain conditions on demand, including Normal, 
Sport, Trail, Slippery, Tow/Haul, Eco, and Deep Snow and Sand modes – with each Drive Mode 
featuring a unique graphical display in the 12.3-inch instrument cluster. Hill Descent Control also 
helps make light work of off-road terrain. 
  
Stress-free journeys in town and country 
Sophisticated driver assistance technologies contribute to a refined and intuitive driving 
experience for Explorer Plug-In Hybrid customers, including features designed to make it easier 
to drive a large vehicle in urban environments. 
 
Available Active Park Assist 2 enables fully-automated manoeuvres into parallel and 
perpendicular parking spaces at the push of a button. The system identifies suitable parking 
spaces and the driver can control vehicle motion by simply selecting neutral and holding down a 
single centre console-mounted button. The vehicle then fully controls forward and reverse gear 
selection, throttle and braking, as well as steering to manoeuvre into spaces before engaging 
park. The technology can also help drivers exit parallel parking spaces using fully automated 
Park-out Assist. 
 
Blind Spot Information System with Cross Traffic Alert warns drivers reversing out of a parking 
space of vehicles that may soon be crossing behind them, and can apply the brakes to avoid or 
mitigate the effects of collisions if drivers do not respond to warnings. In addition, Reverse 
Brake Assist uses radar and ultrasonic sensors to detect an object in the vehicle’s path, and can 
apply the brakes automatically to avoid an imminent collision when the vehicle is backing up at 
a low speed – such as when exiting a driveway. Also helping drivers negotiate awkward 
scenarios, rear-view and front-view cameras with built-in lens cleaners combine with additional 
cameras mounted beneath the door mirrors to provide a 360-degree view around the vehicle 
projected on to the central display. 
 
Pre-Collision Assist with Pedestrian and Cyclist Detection technology can detect people and 
cyclists in or near the road ahead, or who may cross the vehicle’s path, and automatically apply 
the brakes if it detects a potential collision and the driver does not respond to warnings. 
 
Stop-start traffic, highway driving and long distance road trips are made less stressful using 
Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) with Stop & Go, Speed Sign Recognition and Lane-Centring. 
The technology helps the Explorer Plug-In Hybrid maintain a comfortable driving distance from 
vehicles ahead and can help keep the vehicle centred in its lane. In addition, the technology can 
adjust the vehicle speed to within legal limits by monitoring the roadside and overhead gantries 
for speed signs in addition to using information from the on-board navigation system.  
 
Stop & Go enables the ACC system to bring the vehicle to a complete halt in stop-start traffic, 
and automatically pull away if the stopping duration is less than 3 seconds. For stopping 
durations greater than 3 seconds, the driver can push a steering wheel button or gently apply 
the accelerator pull away. 
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Lane-Centring technology monitors road markings and can apply gentle but discernible torque 
to the steering system to help drivers stay centred in their lane whenever the ACC system is 
activated. Designed to support drivers at speeds up to 200 km/h (125 mph), the technology will 
deliver visual and audible warnings if it detects a lack of steering wheel input from the driver. 
 
Further technologies to help drivers avoid or mitigate the effects of accidents include Ford’s 
Lane-Keeping System, and Evasive Steering Assist that provides steering support to help avoid 
a collision. Post-Impact Braking provides braking after a collision to lessen injury and damage 
caused by a secondary crash event.  
 
“It’s not about filling the vehicle with technology for technology’s sake,” said Torsten Wey, 
manager, Driver Assistance and Safety Technology, Ford of Europe. “It’s about improving the 
experience, making driving less stressful, and helping the driver to feel more confident behind 
the wheel.” 
 
Capable and comfortable 
Standing more than 5 metres long, 2 metres wide and almost 2 metres high, the all-new 
Explorer Plug-In Hybrid delivers the luxury of space for up to seven occupants in three rows of 
seats. 
 
First and second row passengers benefit from more than 1 metre of headroom and legroom, 
and more than 1.5 metres of shoulder room. Offering 96 centimetres headroom, more than 
1 metre of shoulder room and more than 83 centimetres legroom, the third row of seats can also 
easily accommodate adults in comfort. 
 
Standard Easy Fold Seats with Power Raise for the third row and Easy Fold Seats for the 
second row fold flat to create a cargo area that offers 2,274 litres of load space. The interior 
offers 123 litres of stowage space throughout the cabin, giving passengers in all three rows no 
shortage of places to stow personal items – alongside no less than 12 cupholders. 
 
A rotary gear shift dial for the 10-speed automatic transmission; heated and cooled 10-way 
power adjustable front seats; heated second row seats; wireless charging pad for compatible 
devices; heated steering wheel; retractable second row sunshades; and second and third row 
privacy glass are among the comfort enhancing features delivered as standard. Platinum 
models also feature a 14-speaker, 1000-watt premium B&O Sound System as standard, with a 
12-speaker, 800-watt premium B&O Sound System for ST-Line variants. 
 
FordPass Connect embedded modem technology turns the Explorer Plug-In Hybrid into a 
mobile WiFi hotspot with connectivity for up to 10 devices. In addition to helping drivers plan 
faster, less stressful journeys with Live Traffic updates for the navigation system and enabling 
occupants to stream entertainment on the move, FordPass Connect allows a range of 
convenient features via the FordPass mobile app, including: 

• Vehicle Locator, helping owners find their SUV in sprawling shopping mall car parks  

• Vehicle Status, for checking fuel levels, alarm status, oil life and more  

• Door Lock Unlock, to remotely allow access to your vehicle 

• Remote Start** 

 
The 10.1-inch portrait mounted touchscreen – standard for the Platinum variant – enables 
navigation maps to fill the entire screen for easy viewing, or split the space with audio 
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information. The screen uses capacitive glass comparable to that used in smartphones and 
tablets, providing a quicker, more responsive interaction with the SYNC 3 communications and 
entertainment system, which also allows drivers to control audio, navigation and climate 
functions plus connected smartphones using simple voice commands.  
 
The touch screen shares information with the available 12.3-inch all-digital instrument cluster, 
configured to support drivers in getting the most from their Explorer Plug-In Hybrid powertrain 
with dedicated screens including power flow, charging and energy-efficiency coaching. An 
8-inch central touchscreen and 12.3-inch digital instrument cluster are standard for the ST-Line 
variant. 
 
Stylish, modern design  
A number of consistent design qualities have helped define Explorer during 29 years of success 
in the U.S., and the design team strived to hold on to these important pieces of heritage when 
designing the all-new generation. Longtime traits include Explorer’s blacked-out front and rear 
window pillars. A sporty, stylish appearance is achieved using a sloping roofline and short front 
overhang. 
 
The Explorer Plug-In Hybrid comes standard with bold 20-inch alloy wheels with black machined 
finish for ST-Line models and tarnished dark machined finish for Platinum models. 
 
ST-Line models feature a gloss black finish one-piece grille, and high gloss black for the roof 
rails tailgate applique and door claddings. The interior also features red accent stitching for 
seats, floor mats and sporty flat-bottom steering wheel, as well as carbon fibre-effect appliques 
for the instrument panel. 
 
Platinum models feature a satin finish one-piece grille, and satin finish for the roof rails tailgate 
applique and door claddings. The interior also adds real wood appliques for the instrument 
panel. 
 
“Massive charisma and unprecedented road presence come as standard with our all-new 
Explorer Plug-In Hybrid,” Matthias Tonn said. “With distinctive ST-Line and Platinum variants 
available, customers can find the right option to suit their personality.” 
 
 

# # # 
 
 

* Officially homologated fuel-efficiency and CO2 emission figures will be published closer to on-sale date  
 
The declared fuel/energy consumptions, CO2 emissions and electric range are measured according to the 
technical requirements and specifications of the European Regulations (EC) 715/2007 and (EC) 692/2008 
as last amended. Fuel consumption and CO2 emissions are specified for a vehicle variant and not for a 
single car. The applied standard test procedure enables comparison between different vehicle types and 
different manufacturers. In addition to the fuel-efficiency of a car, driving behaviour as well as other non-
technical factors play a role in determining a car's fuel/energy consumption, CO2 emissions and electric 
range. CO2 is the main greenhouse gas responsible for global warming. 

Since 1 September 2017, certain new vehicles are being type-approved using the World Harmonised 
Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) according to (EU) 2017/1151 as last amended, which is a new, 
more realistic test procedure for measuring fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. Since 1 September 
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2018 the WLTP has begun replacing the New European Drive Cycle (NEDC), which is the outgoing test 
procedure. During NEDC Phase-out, WLTP fuel consumption and CO2 emissions are being correlated 
back to NEDC. There will be some variance to the previous fuel economy and emissions as some 
elements of the tests have altered i.e., the same car might have different fuel consumption and CO2 
emissions.  
 
**In regions where permitted by law 
 

# # # 
 
 
About Ford Motor Company 
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, 
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln 
luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing 
leadership positions in electrification, autonomous vehicles and mobility solutions. Ford employs 
approximately 196,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its products and Ford 
Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com.  
 
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual 
markets and employs approximately 49,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and approximately 
63,000 people when joint ventures and unconsolidated businesses are included. In addition to Ford Motor 
Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division and 23 manufacturing 
facilities (16 wholly owned or consolidated joint venture facilities and seven unconsolidated joint venture 
facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was 
founded. European production started in 1911. 
 
Ford in Belgium & Luxemburg 
Ford Belgium distributes Ford vehicles and Ford original parts in Belgium & Luxemburg, since 1922. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground is the lead test facility for validation of all Ford models in Europe, with 
approximately 390 employees.  
 
 

### 
 

Contact: 
Jo Declercq – Directeur Communications & Public Affairs – 02.482.21.03 – jdecler2@ford.com 
Julien Libioul – Press Officer – 02.482.21.05 – jlibioul@ford.com 
 

http://www.fordpers.be/
http://www.fordmedia.eu/
http://www.media.ford.com/
http://www.facebook.com/fordofeurope
http://www.twitter.com/FordEu
http://www.youtube.com/fordofeurope
http://www.corporate.ford.com/
http://www.corporate.ford.com/
mailto:jdecler2@ford.com
mailto:jdecler2@ford.com
jlibioul@ford.com
jlibioul@ford.com

