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Ford’s ‘Very Gay Raptor’ Set to Redefine ‘Tough’ at Goodwood 
 
• “Very Gay Raptor”’ (VGR) and Next-Gen Ranger Raptor to appear at the Goodwood 

Festival of Speed, reaffirming Ford’s long-term commitment to LGBTQ+ allyship  
 

• Gareth Thomas to host live sessions of “Tough Talks”, talking to guests from the 
truck bed of VGR to help challenge stereotypes and initiate difficult conversations 
 

• A new video released ahead of the event showcases the different personalities yet 
the same toughness and badass capabilities of VGR and next-gen Ranger Raptor  

 

 

GOODWOOD, UK, June 21, 2022 – Ford will continue demonstrating its allyship with the 
LGBTQ+ community at the Goodwood Festival of Speed this week, bringing “Very Gay Raptor” 
and the Next-Gen Ranger Raptor along for the ride.  
 
The appearance of “Very Gay Raptor” at the event near Chichester, UK, will be used to further 
initiate important discussions and aimed at driving out discrimination in the automotive industry, 
and beyond. As part of this, Ford will be presenting live sessions of its new “Tough Talks” series 
at Goodwood from the truck bed of “Very Gay Raptor”, hosted by Welsh rugby legend Gareth 
Thomas, the first openly-gay rugby union player.   
 
The sessions will explore how the automotive industry can foster a culture of inclusion and 
allyship for the LGBTQ+ community, covering a range of topics and featuring guests such as 
racing driver Abbie Eaton, comedian Catherine Bohart, and Lord March – the son of the Duke of 
Richmond, who founded the Goodwood Festival of Speed and Goodwood Revival. 
 
Created in 2021, “Very Gay Raptor” was born in response to a negative comment on social 
media, with Ford rendering its most badass nameplate in sparkling gold adorned with rainbow 
graphics. The positive response online was so overwhelming the manufacturer decided to make 
it real, and has been using it as a tool to help drive out discrimination ever since.  
 
In a video teasing the appearance of “Very Gay Raptor” and Next-Gen Ranger Raptor at the 
event, both vehicles speed through off-road trails covered in mud – at times taking different 
paths, facing off, yet displaying their equally impressive and tough abilities, regardless of their 
differing identities. 1 
 
The Next-Gen Ranger Raptor, appearing for the first time as “Very Gay Raptor”, will make its 
European dynamic debut at Goodwood, tackling the challenging off-road track between runs 
up the famous hill, powered by a twin-turbo 3.0-litre EcoBoost V6 engine delivering 288 PS and 
491 Nm of torque. 2 
 
#FordPresentsToughTalks  #FordRangerRaptor  #LGBTQ 
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1 Professional driver on a closed course. Always consult the Raptor supplement to the Owner’s Manual 
before off-road driving, know your terrain and trail difficulty, and use appropriate safety gear. 
 
2 Ford Ranger Raptor twin-turbo 3.0-litre EcoBoost V6 homologated CO2 emissions 315 g/km and 
homologated fuel efficiency from 13.8 l/100 km. The declared WLTP fuel/energy consumptions, CO2 
emissions and electric range are determined according to the technical requirements and specifications of 
the European Regulations (EC) 715/2007 and (EU) 2017/1151 as last amended. The applied standard 
test procedures enable comparison between different vehicle types and different manufacturers. 
 

### 
 

About Ford Motor Company 
Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan, that is committed to 
helping build a better world, where every person is free to move and pursue their dreams.  The 
company’s Ford+ plan for growth and value creation combines existing strengths, new capabilities and 
always-on relationships with customers to enrich experiences for and deepen the loyalty of those 
customers.  Ford designs, manufactures, markets and services a full line of connected, increasingly 
electrified passenger and commercial vehicles:  Ford trucks, utility vehicles, vans and cars, and Lincoln 
luxury vehicles.  The company is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, connected vehicle 
services and mobility solutions, including self-driving technology, and provides financial services through 
Ford Motor Credit Company.  Ford employs about 186,000 people worldwide.  More information about the 
company, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company is available at corporate.ford.com. 
 
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual 
markets and employs approximately 43,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and consolidated 
joint ventures and approximately 55,000 people when unconsolidated businesses are included. In 
addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division 
and 14 manufacturing facilities (10 wholly owned facilities and four unconsolidated joint venture facilities). 
The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was founded. 
European production started in 1911. 
 
 
Ford in Belgium & Luxemburg 
Ford Belgium distributes Ford vehicles and Ford original parts in Belgium & Luxemburg, since 1922. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground is the lead test facility for validation of all Ford models in Europe, with 
approximately 390 employees. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground offers since 2021 high end Drive Training for external companies, 
associations and private individuals. 
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Contact: 
Jo Declercq – Directeur Communications & Public Affairs – 02.482.21.03 – jdecler2@ford.com 
Julien Libioul – Press Officer – 02.482.21.05 – jlibioul@ford.com 
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